Cheryl L. Gonder

A Brief Biographical Sketch

As a child, Ms. Gonder was always busy creating. She conceived and directed her first play and formed a theatre company The Strawberry Players at the age of five. At age six, she composed her first song “Nothing in Common”! The Pulitzer Prize –winning daily, The Milwaukee Journal, published her original artwork when she was seven. Her first job was Junior Editor for a magazine called The COGIC Woman while she was in high school. Upon graduating in the top 10% of her class, she was accepted into Marquette University’s School of Business. However, her creative side won out and she later transferred to the University of Wisconsin and graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts-Theatre degree. Before graduate school, she co-founded Milwaukee’s On Stage Creative Workshop (Member of National Black Theatre Alliance) and she performed and toured with such innovative theatre companies as:  Milwaukee Fine Arts Theatre, Lorraine Hansberry Theatre, People’s Theatre Coalition and the Berkeley Black Repertory Theatre.   She was awarded a California Graduate Fellowship 3 consecutive years and received a Master of Arts in Drama (Emphasis: Literary Theory and Criticism) from San Francisco State University.  She has created many theatrical roles and performed in numerous stage productions.  She performed with and/or studied with such notables as Beah Richards, Jessica Tandy & Hume Cronyn, Derek Jacobi, Stanford Robbins, Randall Duk Kim and Ed Bullins.

Her first job in Los Angeles was the fulfillment of childhood dream—to work at Motown Records where founder Berry Gordy awarded her a gold record for “Contributions to the Magic of Motown” upon the company’s historic sale.  At Motown, she gained knowledge of the inner workings of entertainment accounting and administration as it relates to music publishing and copyright exploitation.

However, she always knew she would answer a higher calling—Teaching.  Coming from a family of teachers and administrators, Ms. Gonder tried her best to avoid teaching but the needs of children overshadowed her circumvention of the educational field.  Therefore, she thrust herself into the realm of education via Los Angeles Unified School District’s Intern Program.  She began teaching at Foshay six years ago as an Eighth Grade English teacher.  In the year 2001, she “graduated” to high school and the Academy of Finance. 

